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DEPARTMENT OF STATE cory No. L__| ;¢
Memorandum of Conversation | OF .- cop1zs
LIMITED DISTRIBUTION ", DATE: June 25, 1950
'SUBJECT: Korean Situstion
PARTICIPANTS:  The President
Secretary Acheson Secretary Pace
Secretary Johngon Becretary Finletter
Secretary Matthews General Bradley
Admiral Sherman
comEsmwor  Mr. Webb General Vandenberg
+_ Rugk General Colline
Mr, ‘Hickerson | State
Mr, Jeosup ) Dept.

The persons listed above met with the President for
dinner at Blair House at 7:45 PH. Before dinner General
Bredley read a memorandum prepared by General MacArthur
in which he emphasized his views about the importance of
denying Formosa to the Communiste,

fter dinner the discuselon began around the teble, The
Pr‘a!ident called on the Secretary of State to open the
discussion,

MR, ACHESON summarized the various problems which he
thought the President should consider. The first point was
the auestion of authorizing General MacArthur %o supply
Korea with arms and other equipment over and el e the
supplies of ammunition presently authorized under the MDAP
program. He recommended that thie be done, He suggested
that our ailr cover should be used to aid in the evacuation
of the women and children from Seoul and that our air force
sl’.\ould be authorized to knock out northern Korean tanks

or airforce interfering with the evacuation, He then
mentioned the resolution adopted by the Security Council
and suggested that consideration should be given to what
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further assistance ve might render to Korea in pursuance

of this or a supplementary Security Council resolution,

fie noxt cuggected that the Bresident should order the Seventh
Fleet to proceed to Formosa and prevent an attack on Formose
from the meinland, At the same time operations from Formosa
against the mainlsnd ghould be pre evented. He sald that he

did not hat Genersl hould go to

Formosa until fux’tk‘er steps had been decided upon, He seid
that the United States should not tie up with the nerellesimo,
He thoug;nt that the future status of Formosa might be determined
by the UN.

THE PRESIDENT interposed “or by the Japanese Peace Treaty".

MR, ACHESON finally suggeeted that our aid to Indochina
should be etepped up.

GENERAL BRADLEY sald that we must draw the line
somewhere,

THE PRESIDENT stated he agreed on that,

GENERAL BRADLZY said that Ruseia is not yet ready for
er, The Korean situation offered as good an occasion for
astion in draving the line as anyuiere else and he agreed
vith the sotlons suggested by Mr, Acheson. He sald that
Jete flying over her would have a great morsls effest on
the South Koreens even if they were unable to 8pot
North Korean tanks, He said that naval action Soeh help
on the East Coast, He questioned the value of sendi!
materiel which the Koreans were not trained to use,
mentioned the F-Si'a in this comnection. He sald hat ve
should act under the gulge of aid to the United Nettons,
Ho prapodsiiLiiky we stionla Aaye £1eet nnitajrow in Sibk Bay,
He thought it would probable not be neoessasy for tnem to
hoot but that l:hey gt fx'lghten off the North K
amphibious forcss, He questioned the advisability of putting
in ground units particularly if large numbers were involved.

GINERAL (011 TN repprtedion e teleoon ith Tokyo,
General MacArthur is ehipping the mortars, artillery, and
60 on With ammnition, These supplies Will reach the Koreans
within the fen-day period for waich they alrealy have
supplies, The F-51's are available in Japan for Korean
uota to fly back, The Korean pilots will be flown from
mpo, General Collins urged that authority be given
llscArthur to send a survey group to Korea.
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ADMIRAL SHERMAN said that the Russians do not went
war now but if they do they will have it, The present
situetion in Korea offers a valusble pportunity for us
to act, Korea is a strateglc threat to Japan; thi
the conclueion whioh he resched in his stuiles during the
war when we vere planning our attacke on Japan,
favored sending s _survey group from Tokyo and increasing
the strength of KMAG, He thought we should stop the use

of the sea as a means of attack on South Korea, This Wag
the logical correlary of the views stated by the Secretary
of State, On Formosa he thought we must adjust our
osltion %o our general occupation position in Japan,

ught that MacArthur fivted Lnbo that situetion as
SSap. o agreed, as had General Bradley, that in the
Formosa operation we must apply our guarantees agailnst
military action both waye, that ic to prevent attacke
fron Foraosa s vell as on Pormosa, We could not othervise
Justify our action, He said 1t would take two days
bring the fleet up from the Philippines. It need ot be
used if we decided against such action but the movement
should be ordered now, He wished aleo to move some ships
from the mainland as far as Pearl Harbor, for example, at
least one carrier,

THE PRESIDENT asked about Russian fleet strength in
the Far East and Admiral Sherman gave him the details,

GENERAL VANDENBERG agreed that we must stop the

North Koreans but he would not base our action on the
gpmsption that the Busslans would not fight, He sald

that we could knock out the North Korean tanke with

air if only the North Korean air force is involved, Bowever, .
Russlan jJets might come into action and they would D

operating from much closer bages, In regard to Formo

ho pointed out that all places were intexrelated. Formosa
was therefore important only in relation to other places.

THE PRESIDENT asked about Russlan air strength in
the Far East,

GENERAL VANDENBERG gave him the information including
the fact that a conslderable number of Russian Jets are
baged on Shanghal

THE PRESIDENT asked whether we could knoeck out their
bases in the Far East,
GENERAL
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GENERAL VANDENBERG replied that this might take some
time, He eald it could be done if we used A-Bombs,

MR, PACE expressed doubts about the advissbility of
putting ground forces into Korea, He stressed the need
for epeed and for encouraging General MacArthur to teke
action,

MR, MATTHEWS aleo stressed the need for prompt action
and said that we would get popular approval.

MR, FINLEPTZR said ve should go as far as necessary in
protesting our evacuation, He expressed some doubt on zhe
ditional iteme which had been suggested by the Secret
5% Biavo. |Ho exidour foroes in tio Fas Tavt wers guetiRient
1f the Russiens do mot come in, He advised that only the
necessary decisions be made that night., He thought that
General MacArthur should be authorized to go beyond  mere
- evacuation, He stressed the analogy to the situation
between the two world ware, He thought we should take
calculated risks hoping that our action will keep the
peace.

MR, JOHNSON agreed with Mr, Acheson's first
recomnendation concerning instructions to General MapArthur
but theugt the instrusilons sbould be detalled eo as not
to_give him too much discretion. hought, there should
not be a real delegation of Preuldential authority t
General MacArthur, He mentioned the three islands south
of Okinawa in the Byu&:u which could be made ready in
few daye as alr bases. He pointed to the fact that they
are already under our Jurisdiction and said that the
Formosan situation could be handled from them, He agreed
with the views that had been expressed by Mr, Finletter,
He was opposed to committing ground tropps in Koreas

MR, WEBB, MR, JESSUP, MR, RUSK and MR, HICKERSON
made brief comments in amplification of Mr, Acheson's
statements.

THE PRESIDENT confirmed hls decision that the
following orders should be sent

1. General MacArthur wae to send the
suggested supplies to the Koreans.

2. General MacArthur was to send a
curvey group to Korea.
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&, The indicated elements of the fleet
were to be sent to Japan.

4, The Air Force should prepare plans to
wipe out all Soviet eir beees in the
Fer Eact. This wes not en order for
action but an order to meke the plens.

2

Careful calculation ehould be made of the
next probable place in whichoviet action
might teke place, A complefe eurvey
should be made by State and Defense
Departments,

He etressed that we are working entirely for t
United Nations, We would wait for further action untll the
UN order is flouted.

He wished the State Department to prepare a statement
for a message for him to deliver in person to Congress on
Tuesday indicating exactly what steps had been teken,

He wished the Department to put ite beet brains on it and
Baid that there were plenty of them there,

He sald he was not yet ready to put MacArthur in as
Cnmr’xsndex\in-chief in Korea.

ald our actlon at this moment would be confined to
the Dnited Natione and to Korea,

He sald that our air was to continue to give cover for
evacuetion destpoying tanke if necessary,

He asked whether more bazookas and possibly recoiless
riflee could be sent.

GENERAL BRADLEY sald that on the recolless rifles we
had few avallable and that there was algo a shortage of
ammunition

THE PRESIDENT agein emphasized the importance of
meking the eurvey of poseible next moves by the Soviet
Union, He also emphasized that no Statement whatever

vas to be made by any one to_the press until he speaks

on Tuesday, It was absolutely vital that there should

be no leak in regard to thie metter end he wished everyone
to be careful, They ehould not even make eny beckground
comment to the press,

MR, ACHESON
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MR, AGHESON pointed out that he and Seoretary Johneon
were scheduled o appear before the Congreselonal Appropriations
Comaittee tomorrow and wondered whether any statements shou
e made on the Korean situation. The President sald that
he thought no comment on this question ehould be made by
either of the Secretaries at that time,

ADMIRAL SHERMAN inquired whether he had been authorized
to move fleet unite from Californla to Pearl Harbor,
THE PRESIDENT said that he was,

In response to further questions THE PRESIDENT gaid
that our eir cov take actlon againet North Korean
T T ratee ncocasary:
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